Rapid Needs Assessment
of Children
Under
COVID-19

Across the world, millions of people have been
affected by the novel corona virus (COVID-19)
pandemic. The World Health Organization declared
it a pandemic in the second week of March, 2020
and by the fourth week of March Nepal also went
into lockdown and children and their families stayed
indoors. Children across Nepal have not been able
to attend school till now and their parents are also
losing their jobs as economic activities have ground
to a halt. As COVID-19 cases continue to rise every
day, lockdown is likely to continue in its restricted or
partial form in Nepal.
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In order to assess the impact of COVID-19 on children and their families Good Neighbors
International (GNI) Nepal in collaboration with its local partner organizations reached
17,441 children (boys: 7744 and girls: 9697) in 13 districts of five provinces through
their parents/guardians. Sampled children are receiving support under GNI Nepal’s
Sponsorship Service Program. This brief report identifies potential risks and problems
facing children in terms of education, health, psychosocial well-being, and protection.
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In the third and fourth weeks of May, 2020, frontline GNI Nepal staff members and
community facilitators collected quantitative data using close-ended questionnaire over
phone. In green zone districts (where no COVID-19 cases were recorded during the span
of the study), home-visits were conducted following safety protocols.
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It is indeed comforting that not a single
child reached has contracted COVID-19.
Nonetheless, this pandemic and subsequent
lockdown have affected children and their
families irrespective of geography, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, age and gender.
As COVID-19 continues to spread rapidly
across the length and breadth of Nepal,
children all across Nepal face a multitude
of challenges. We believe these insights
will come handy in addressing the needs of
Nepali children in the context of COVID-19.
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GNI Nepal has been responding to the
needs of children and their families
since March 2020. We have reached
food insecure households with food
and livelihood support, rural children
with radio schooling program, central
and local governments with medical
equipment, non-food items and cash
support, and communities with public
service announcements and radio shows.
Based on the findings in this assessment,
we will reach more children, their families
and communities with health and
WASH support and services, awarenessraising interventions, and mental health
programs. All of our response will be
informed by this assessment and continue
until this pandemic is over.
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